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Instrumentation 
Flute  
Oboe 

English Horn 
Clarinet in A 
2 Bassoons 

4 Horns in F 
Timpani 

Percussion 
tam-tam, orchestra bells 

vibraphone, suspended cymbal, 
chimes 

bass drum, mark tree 
Harp 

Celesta 
SATB Choir 

Violin I 
Violin II 

Viola 
Cello  
Bass 

 

Notes on the Text 
 
Many of the great hymns of the Christian faith were not written by renowned poets. Instead, they came into being through the singing of ordinary 
people, often from a particular country or region. They were then passed down by oral tradition from one generation to the next. Frequently, these 
hymns existed in several versions, and they were usually marked by simple, modal melodies with repeated refrains.  
 

A leading example of this type of “folk hymn” is the hauntingly beautiful “What Wondrous Love Is This?”, 
often titled simply “Wondrous Love.” Its discovery and preservation are most widely attributed to William 
Walker (1809-1875), an American Baptist song leader, shape-note “singing master,” and compiler of folk 
music. Musically gifted from a young age, Walker led congregational singing at the First Baptist Church in 
his hometown of Spartanburg, South Carolina; later, he collected and arranged folk tunes, and participated in 
singing schools, and compiled melodies from southern Appalachia and camp meetings. After moving to 
Hartford, Connecticut, Walker published “The Southern Harmony and Musical Companion, 1835,” using 
the shaped note music notation system that was for generations the foundation of musical teaching in rural 
America, and on which the “Sacred Harp” singing tradition is based.  Included in this compilation, 
“Wondrous Love” gained its first widespread exposure. 

 
The author of the text is unknown. But no matter who wrote it, the words powerfully remind us how wondrous God’s love is. The hymn writer 
describes how the Lord came to bear the dreadful curse for our souls and shares how Christ laid aside His crown for us when we were sinking down 
beneath God’s righteous frown. We were hopeless without this wondrous sacrifice from God’s love. The hymn concludes by reminding us that we 
should sing and thank God and the Lamb, the great “I Am”, and join the millions whose lives have been transformed by this wondrous love.  
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 

To God and to the Lamb who is the great "I Am"; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be; 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And through eternity, I’ll sing on. 


